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JOSHUA DYER HOUSE HABS No. MA-TOQO

HISTORIC AMERICAM BUILDINGS SURVEY

Location: North Pamet Road.

Truro, Barnstable County, Massachusetis.

Present Owner: Mrs. Arthur Williams.

North Pamet Road,
Trurc, Massachusetis.

Present Occupant: Mrs., Arthur Williams.
Present Use: Summer residence:
Significance: This Creek Revival house of early to mid-nineteenth

century is located where the 01d King's Highway turned
north. It 1s typical of the houses built in the gen-
eral area at that time, and is located within the area
of the proposed Cape Cod Naticonal Seashore.

HISTGRICAL INFORMATION

Original and suosequent owners Mrs. Ruth Dyer, Truro nibrarian, and

local nistorian of this Pamet area, said that trnis house was originally
ouilt by a Snow, and that a Snow was living there in 1812, She thought
the nhouse was then like the Harding-Liovd house, loccated farther east
on North Pamet Road. Mary Freewman Dyer was born there in 1353 or 1854,
and later married Joseph Atwood. tary told ¥rs, Dyer that her father
tore the house down and rebuilt it with part of the same lumber, in
the 1360's. rs. Dysr said that the same cargperter built the Sphriam
Lill house on Depot Road in Truro, arvording Lo ¥ary IJysr atwood,
Present owner purchased property ‘rom Lr. and ¥Mrs,. Chapman in
1952,

of srection  Barly to wid 1%h century, The house has been remedeled

from its agpearance, howevsr the corstructicn expused cn the second
floor is typical of the early 19th csntury houses fourd in the area.
There is a guestion here cencerning the validity of the story that
the house was torn down and rebuilt in the 136Ct's, =zlthough it 1is
possible that this is true, ani that the =arly Lyre of construction
was followed in the rebuilding,



Architect Unknown,

Builder Unknown.
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Orizinal plans Nome known to exist.

Alterations and additions Interior of the house has been changed, a bath

and bed room were added;

an addition was added to the west of the

original house; the east window of the south room was originally an

exterior door.

Historical events conneciled with the structure, None have been un=

covered, although it is reputedlv the former home > 2 sheriff

named Atwood., This house
was on Pamet Road and Old
is necessary to deterrine

Important old views Fresart
and a lithograph by local
?oath Pamet Road.

ources of inferration
aoad, Truro, l.ass.

could have been a stage stop since it
King's Highway, Further investigation
thisa,

suner tas scme old phetes oI the property

artist, Edward A. Wilson, who resides on

hed B . " b] ¥ M e + Tan
crasent cwnor;  ars, ubth Zyver, oorth fomet

Likely sources not vel invesbizatad The Town ez ~ds of Trurc c¢ould ve
checked rezarding Joruzer cwners aand loformat’ n ferizining to the
property. Also, ths 3arnziabias Jounby recors ccu.i oo luoked at,

nowever, the Gourt "o

Izter of Jeeds books gricr

LAY Lastroyed sans of bthe dege

¢ "L

. . - . ¢

' . L - .

fropared by s o 47 A AT
oAr s L. L. 3, Architect

)



JOSHUA DYER HOUSE
HABS No. MA-700 (Page 3)

PART II, ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

GENZRAL STATZRMENT

Architectural interest and merit This is a 1 1/2 story Jreek Revival
house located within the area of the proposed Tape Jod National
Seashore,

Condition of fabric Good,

THE 2XTERICR

Overall dizcnsions  Appreximately 20 x 40 feet.

Fourdations Jrick,

dall comstruction Ixposed walls in east room, second floor, show exter-
icr sheathing beards, 12" to 15" wide, laid horizentally cn vertical
i X L studez at 3"-0" on center. 4 x 3 zirts or tep plate rests on
the studs, The interior wails of lath and plaster are laid on the
irterior faces of the studs, aprarently. The exterior of the house
is shingled,

Ferehes, stocps Small brick steop atu tle front doow,

Chimneys <Central chimney over the center of th. nouse. A new chimney
of oric« construction was added to the =2ast szide of the house,

Cpenirgs - doorwavs zra doors, <Jront sntrance ras been reoullt, and
4 O panel door nas been placed inere,

wirndows and snutters &/6 lights in woed double hung sash,

foct - shape covering  aable, pitched roccf, smingled.

corrice, eaves wood, bCX cornice; rarrow SEVes.

dormers ..cne.

Floor plans  The interior has besn remcdeled sirnce the house was
orizinally buiit. Today, the room back of zne front east room which
ray have been the origiral kitchen 1s nuw cconverted Lo a bed roonm

and a bath rcom. A modern kitchen 1s in an a2dditicn to the west of
the geiginal kitchen, The east room now has 2 pine east wall with
a new firsplace, and the other roou on the first floor is 3 small
west {rent reoom, There is one bed room on the second {loor, with
the remainder of this {loor unfinishad,
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Stairways One by the front door, 12 risers, run is about 7'-0M,

Flooring Random width pine boards, 9" to 12" wide, apparently butt
joint s,

Wall and ceiling finish Plastered and papered walls on the first floor
ami part of second floor, in the finished bed room., There is no
walnscoting, and some of the trim has been r eplaced in the house,
tast wall of east front room, as ncted above, has had modern fire-
place and pine wall installed,

Hardware 3Some modern, out there are some apparently original hirges and
door latches,

vignting Hlectric.

Heating Hot ailr ducts, oil furnace, New fireplace east wall, front room.
31TE

Crientation Tre hcouse faces south close to the road, north side. The
tract inciudes 5 1crws, House sets oo a hill with a good view of
the swrounding countryside,

Enciosures ore,

cutbuildings Frame tard, ownar pelieves ig dated 13256; later garage,
Thess are aobout ™ ,ards 2ast of tre rouse,

Halds, driveways Sravel crive {rom road w0 parkirg spot east of house
oy the garage.

sandiscaving Shruos, {lowers, S“rees, very neat anad waell trismed,
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